


EXAMPLE: John Smith, Smiths Publishing
35 Main Street, Suburb
Wellington

2/06/2017, 14/07/2017 Yes $5,000.00

Information on Candidate Donations
Candidates are required to include in the candidate return every candidate 
donation or contribution to a candidate donation of more than $1,500 (including 
GST), including a series of donations or contributions made by one person that 
adds up to more than $1,500.

Candidate donations
A candidate donation includes any money, goods or services that are donated 
to a candidate, or a person on the candidate’s behalf, for use in the candidate’s 
campaign for election. The following are candidate donations:

• free goods or services that have a reasonable market value greater than $300;

• discounted goods or services where the reasonable market value of the goods 
or services is greater than $300;

- the difference between the contract or agreed price and the reasonable 
market value of those goods and services is a donation;

• the purchase of goods or services from the candidate at a value that exceeds 
their reasonable market value; 

- the difference between the price paid and reasonable market value is  
a donation.

• extending credit to a candidate on favourable terms.

- the value of the favourable terms is a donation.

Volunteer labour or free goods or services given to a candidate that have a 
reasonable market value of $300 or less are not a candidate donation. Nor is 
money provided by the candidate for his or her own campaign.

Instructions for Part A
For donations of more than $1,500 (other than anonymous donations or overseas 
donations) you need to record the name and street address of the donor, the date 
the donation was received and the amount received from the donor.

Where you have received a number of donations from the same donor you should 
include each date on which a donation was received from the donor and the 
aggregated total from the donor. Aggregated donations are not contributions and 
do not have to be recorded in Part B.

You also need to confirm whether any person (other than the donor) has 
contributed more than $1,500 to the donation.  Contributions of more than $1,500 
must be disclosed in Part B (or Part E for overseas contributors). Contributions of 
$1,500 or less do not have to be included in the return. 

Examples: 
John Smith owns a publishing company. On 2 June 2017 he gives you goods 
for your campaign valued at $1,000. On 14 July he also gives you a monetary 
donation of $4,000. The money was given to you as the result of a fundraiser 
which John Smith organised and includes a contribution from Jane Jones  
of $2,000.
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PART A: CANDIDATE DONATIONS OF MORE THAN $1,500 

DONATIONS Complete Parts A to E

WRITE ‘NIL’ IF YOU HAVE NO DONATIONS TO DECLARE HERE:

TOTAL FOR PART A

Donor’s name and street address

Date donation or 
aggregated donations 

received

dd/mm/yyyy

Does the donation 
contain contributions 
from another person  
of more than $1,500?

Enter YES or NO

If YES complete Part B

Amount of donation or total 
aggregated donations 

(including GST)

$0.00

OTHER THAN ANONYMOUS OR OVERSEAS DONATIONS

Nil

$ 0.00



EXAMPLE: Jane Jones
1 Side Street, Suburb
Wellington

14/07/2017 John Smith $2,000.00

Instructions for Part B - Contributions
A contribution is money, goods or services that makes up a donation or is included 
in a donation or has been used to wholly or partly fund a donation, that was given 
to the donor or a person who was expected to pass the contribution to the donor.  

Only complete Part B if the donation in Part A includes a contribution, from 
someone other than the donor, exceeding $1,500.

For each contribution recorded in Part B you will need to provide:

• the name and street address of each contributor; and

• the amount of each contribution made by the contributor or, in the case of 
multiple contributions, the total amount of the contributions; and

• the date on which each donation funded from the contributions was made  
(this should be the same date included in Part A for the related donation).

Please do not include Part B total with overall donations total on page 1  
of the return.
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PART B: CONTRIBUTIONS OF MORE THAN $1,500

WRITE ‘NIL’ IF YOU HAVE NO DONATIONS TO DECLARE HERE:

TOTAL FOR PART B

Contributor’s name and street address

Date the related 
donation funded from 

contributions was made

dd/mm/yyyy

Name of donor in 
Part A to which this 
contribution relates

Amount of contribution 
(including GST)

$0.00

Nil

$ 0.00



Instructions for Part C - Anonymous donations
An anonymous donation is a donation made in such a way that the candidate who 
receives the donation does not know the identity of the donor and could not, in 
the circumstances, reasonably be expected to know the identity of the donor.

If you receive an anonymous candidate donation greater than $1,500, you may 
retain $1,500 of that donation. The balance of the donation must, within  
20 working days of receipt, be paid to the Electoral Commission for payment  
into a Crown bank account.  

In the candidate return, you must disclose:

• the date the donation was received; and

• the amount received; and

• the date payment to the Electoral Commission was made; and 

• the amount paid to the Electoral Commission.
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PART C: ANONYMOUS CANDIDATE DONATIONS OF MORE THAN $1,500

WRITE ‘NIL’ IF YOU HAVE NO DONATIONS TO DECLARE HERE:

TOTAL FOR PART C

Date anonymous donation 
received

dd/mm/yyyy

Amount of anonymous donation 
(including GST)

$0.00

Date paid to the Electoral 
Commission

dd/mm/yyyy

Amount paid to the Electoral 
Commission (including GST)

$0.00

Nil

$ 0.00
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Instructions for Part D – Donations from overseas persons
An overseas person is:

• an individual who resides outside New Zealand and is not a New Zealand 
citizen or registered elector; or

• a body corporate incorporated outside New Zealand; or

• an unincorporated body that has its head office or principal place of 
business outside New Zealand.

If you receive a candidate donation from an overseas person exceeding $1,500, 
you may retain $1,500 of that donation. The balance of the donation must, 
within 20 working days of receipt, either be returned to the overseas person 

who made the donation, or if this is not possible, be paid to the  
Electoral Commission.  

In the candidate return, you must disclose:

• the name and address of the overseas person; and

• the date that the donation was received or, in the case of multiple donations, 
the date each donation was received; and

• the amount of the donation or, in the case of aggregated donations, the total 
amount of the donations; and

• the amount returned to the overseas person or paid to the Electoral 
Commission, and the date that such payment was made.

PART D: OVERSEAS CANDIDATE DONATIONS OF MORE THAN $1,500

WRITE ‘NIL’ IF YOU HAVE NO DONATIONS TO DECLARE HERE:

TOTAL FOR PART D

Overseas donor’s name and street address

Date donation received 
or (dates received if 

aggregated donations)

dd/mm/yyyy

Amount of donation 
or total aggregated 

donations  
(including GST)

$0.00

Amount returned to the 
overseas donor or paid to the 

Electoral Commission and 
date of that return or payment 

(including GST)

$0.00 dd/mm/yyyy

Nil

$ 0.00
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Instructions for Part E – Contributions from overseas persons
If you receive any donation from a donor who is not an overseas person that 
includes a contribution from an overseas person greater than $1,500 (either on its 
own or when aggregated with all other contributions to the donation by the same 
overseas person), you must return the whole donation to the donor. If that is not 
possible, you must forward the whole donation to the Electoral Commission.  

In the candidate return, you must disclose:

• the name and address of the overseas person; and

• the amount of the contribution or the total amount of aggregated 
contributions; and

• the date on which the related donation funded from the contribution was 
made; and

• the amount paid back to the donor or paid to the Electoral Commission, and 
the date that such payment was made.

Please do not include Part E total with the overall donations total on page 1  
of the return.

PART E: CONTRIBUTIONS FROM OVERSEAS PERSON OF MORE THAN $1,500

WRITE ‘NIL’ IF YOU HAVE NO DONATIONS TO DECLARE HERE:

TOTAL FOR PART E

Overseas contributor’s name and street address

Date the related 
donation funded from 

the contribution  
was made

dd/mm/yyyy

Amount of contribution 
or total aggregated 

contributions

(including GST)

$0.00

Amount returned to the 
donor or paid to the Electoral 

Commission and date of  
that return or payment  

(including GST)

$0.00 dd/mm/yyyy

Nil

$ 0.00



PART F: CANDIDATE ONLY ELECTION ADVERTISING

ELECTION EXPENSES Complete Parts F and G
Information on Candidate Expenses 
Candidate election expenses are the costs of advertising in any medium that:

• may reasonably be regarded as encouraging or persuading voters to vote, 
or not to vote, for an electorate candidate (whether or not the name of the 
candidate is stated), and

• are published, or continue to be published, during the regulated period for the 
general election (23 June to 22 September 2017), and

• are promoted by the candidate or with the candidate’s authority.

Election expenses include:

• the costs incurred in the preparation, composition, printing, postage and 
publication of the advertisement, and

• the reasonable market value of any material used or applied towards the 
advertisement provided to the candidate for free or below reasonable  
market value.

A candidate’s deposit or the costs of hall hire, refreshments, the conduct of surveys 
or opinion polls, free labour, the framework that supports hoardings (other than a 
commercial framework) or replacing materials that have been destroyed through  
no fault of the candidate are not election expenses.

Your election expenses during the regulated period must not exceed $26,200 
(including GST). It is an offence to spend more than this.

Further guidance is available in the Candidate Handbook - General Election 
2017.

Instructions on how to complete Part F
You should record all election expenses incurred in relation to candidate 
advertisements published, or continued to be published, during the regulated 
period for the general election (23 June to 22 September) promoted by you or with 
your written authority.

For advertisements published both before and during the regulated period you 
should apportion the costs so that only a fair proportion of the expenses are 
attributed to being incurred during the regulated period. Only record the amount 
attributable to the regulated period in the return.

Disclose the total amount incurred on election advertisements (including GST) 
published during the regulated period even if payment for the advertising was 
made outside of the regulated period.

The description of the item should be sufficient to identify where and when it was 
published. Where another person has initiated the advertising you should also 
include the name of the promoter in the item description.

WRITE ‘NIL’ IF YOU HAVE NO EXPENSES TO DECLARE HERE:

TOTAL FOR PART F

Item description
Provide details of the type of advertisement, name of advertiser or supplier,  

volume, duration and size as appropriate

Value $0.00

(including GST)

EXAMPLE:
Dominion Post:
Two full page advertisements: 25 June 2017

$120.00

EXAMPLE:
Facebook promotional posts x 12:
1 July – 10 September 2017

$50.00
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$ 215.82

Facebook boost: "Everyone can enrol to vote including homeless...." 31 Aug 
2017 to 19 Sep 2017 $ 18.41

Facebook post: "People need to be #LeftWithEnough"  02 Aug 2017 to 01 Sep 
2017 $ 72.00

Facebook post: "My defaced billboard in Clendon" 02 Aug 2017 to 1 Sep 2017
$ 9.03

Facebook post: "Otautahi feminist collective women in politics" 02 Aug 2017 to 1 
Sep 2017 $ 21.00

Facebook post: "Everyone can enrol to vote including homeless...." 02 Aug 2017 
to 1 Sep 2017 $ 5.59

Facebook post: "Post on Manurewa community work to end poverty..." 29 June 
2017 to 31 July 2017 $ 20.00

Facebook post: "Maori Wards members bill speech" 29 June 2017 to 31 July 
2017 $ 21.00

Facebook post: "Oranga Tamariki bill speech" 29 June 2017 to 31 July 2017
$ 28.00



Item description
Provide details of the type of advertisement, name of advertiser or supplier,  

volume, duration and size as appropriate

Value $0.00

(including GST)
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Facebook post: "Promoting Tamaki Makaurau campaign launch" 31 May 2017 to 
30 June 2017 $ 12.60

Facebook post: "Greens announce party list" 31 May 2017 to 30 June 2017
$ 8.19



PART G: ELECTION ADVERTISEMENTS SHARED WITH THE PARTY AND/OR OTHER CANDIDATES

Instructions on how to complete Part G
You should record all election expenses incurred in relation to election 
advertisements published, or continued to be published, during the regulated period 
for the general election (23 June to 22 September 2017) promoting your candidacy 
and the party and/or one or more other candidates.

Apportionment is permitted between a candidate and party(ies) and other 
candidate(s) based on coverage. Where an expense item has been apportioned 
between you and the party and/or candidate(s) you should ensure there is a 
consistent description and approach to apportionment in each return of election 

expenses. Record the name of the party or other candidate(s) featured in the 
advertising in the item description.

For advertisements published both before and during the regulated period you 
should apportion the costs so that only a fair proportion of the expenses are 
attributed to being incurred during the regulated period. Only record the amount 
attributable to the regulated period in the return.

Disclose the total amount incurred on election advertisements published during 
the regulated period even if payment for the advertising was made outside of the 
regulated period.

WRITE ‘NIL’ IF YOU HAVE NO EXPENSES TO DECLARE HERE:

TOTAL FOR PART G

Item description
Provide details of the type of advertisement, name of advertiser or 

supplier, volume, duration and size as appropriate

Total cost  
(including GST)

%  
apportioned as 

candidate expense

Value $0.00 
(including GST)

EXAMPLE:
Flier: 30 June to 10,000 households
Featuring the Growth Party

$2000.00 10% $200.00
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$ 1,341.93

Western Leader: Westie Women Advert 1/4 page: 70% party, 
6% Nicola Smith, 6% Golriz Gahraman, 6% Leilani Tamu, 
6% Marama Davidson; 6% Hayley Holt

$ 1,150.00 6% $ 69.00

Flyer "End Poverty Rally" featuring Marama
$ 92.50 90% $ 83.25

Mori Caucus Flyer (2.5% per candidate featured)
$ 862.50 2.5% $ 21.56

Candidate Facing Hoarding 800x600 x 40
 $ 257.60 25% $ 64.40

Candidate Facing Hoarding 2000x1000 x 15
$ 439.88 25% $ 109.97

Candidate Facing Hoarding 2000x1000 x 27
$ 1,814.84 25% $ 453.71

Facebook boost: "Let's all come together for 
poverty..."  31 Aug 2017 to 19 Sept 2017 $ 55.06 95% $ 52.31

Facebook boost: Movie fundraiser event on 
climate change - 31 Aug 2017 to 19 Sep 2017 $ 24.00 20% $ 4.80

Facebook boost: "Rally against poverty...." 31 
Aug 2017 to 19 Sep 2017 $ 100.00 90% $ 90.00

Facebook post: "Kia ora whanau...candidate 
donation call" 31 Aug 2017 to 19 Sep 2017 $ 28.00 80% $ 22.40

Facebook post: "I'm so proud of our ongoing commitment to 
end poverty" 31 Aug 2017 to 19 Sep 2017 $ 28.00 70% $ 19.60

Facebook post: "Our people have waited long enough. We 
must end poverty now" 31 Aug 2017 to 19 Sep 2017 $ 28.00 90% $ 25.20

Facebook post: "Let's come together to end 
poverty..." 02 Aug 2017 to 1 Sep 2017 $ 13.68 80% $ 10.94



Item description
Provide details of the type of advertisement, name of advertiser or 

supplier, volume, duration and size as appropriate

Total cost  
(including GST)

%  
apportioned as 

candidate expense

Value $0.00 
(including GST)
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Facebook post: "Metiria's story has made a 
difference....end poverty" 02 Aug 2017 to 1 Sep 2017 $ 15.00 50% $ 7.50

Facebook post: "Green Party has taken a hit 
in the polls..." 02 Aug 2017 to 1 Sep 2017 $ 21.00 20% $ 4.20

Facebook post: "Very proud to give my coleader an 
awhi today" 02 Aug 2017 to 1 Sep 2017 $ 41.00 80% $ 32.80

Facebook post: "Oral questions on 
homelessness" 02 Aug 2017 to 1 Sep 2017 $ 21.00 70% $ 14.70

Facebook post: "The Green Party is the only party 
campaigning to increase benefits" 02 Aug 2017 to 1 Sep 2017 $ 27.00 40% $ 10.80

Facebook post: "Today I spoke to people in 
WINZ queue" 02 Aug 2017 to 1 Sep 2017 $ 28.00 90% $ 25.20

Facebook post: "Today I spoke to people in 
WINZ queue" 02 Aug 2017 to 1 Sep 2017 $ 11.54 40% $ 4.62

Facebook post: "Campaign launch Tamaki 
Makaurau" 29 June 2017 to 31 July 2017 $ 8.40 80% $ 6.72

Facebook post: "Metiria's story increased our 
polling" 29 June 2017 to 31 July 2017 $ 20.00 90% $ 18.00

Facebook post: "Gangs enrol to vote" 29 
June 2017 to 31 July 2017 $ 21.00 95% $ 19.95

Facebook post: "Greens 10 cents per litre 
water levy" 29 June 2017 to 31 July 2017 $ 21.00 40% $ 8.40

Facebook post: "Greens mending the safety 
net policy" 29 June 2017 to 31 July 2017 $ 28.00 50% $ 14.00

Facebook post: "WINZ queue promoting 
welfare reform" 29 June 2017 to 31 July 2017 $ 28.00 50% $ 14.00

Facebook post: "Parihaka blog" 31 May 2017 
to 30 June 23017 $ 56.00 50% $ 28.00

Facebook post: "Oral questions to the Minister for 
Climate Isssues" 31 May 2017 to 30 June 2017 $ 21.00 60% $ 12.60

Facebook post: "Greens support Wahakura" 
31 May 2017 to 30 June 2017 $ 21.00 10% $ 2.10

Facebook post: "Greens support Te Reo in 
schools" 31 May 2017 to 30 June 2017 $ 14.00 40% $ 5.60

Facebook post: "Solutions to end 
homelessness" 31 May 2017 to 30 June 2017 $ 36.46 40% $ 14.58

Facebook post: "Fundraising for Tmaki Makaurau 
campaign" 31 May 2017 to 30 June 2017 $ 24.00 90% $ 21.60

Section G continued on annexed page (total 
apportioned to candidate $49.42) $ 49.42 100% $ 49.42



Item description
Provide details of the type of advertisement, name of advertiser or 

supplier, volume, duration and size as appropriate

Total cost  
(including GST)

%  
apportioned as 

candidate expense

Value $0.00 
(including GST)
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Annexed Page (section G expenses 
continued) $ 0.00

Facebook post: "We announced our support for Te 
Reo in schools" 31 May 2017 to 30 June 2017 $ 14.83 50% $ 7.42

Facebook post: "Greens oppose the government's 
budget" 31 May 2017 to 30 June 2017 $ 42.00 50% $ 21.00

Facebook post: "Greens want to end poverty 
for all tamariki" 31 May 2017 to 30 June 2017 $ 21.00 50% $ 10.50

Facebook post: "Innocenti report card on child poverty 
in NZ" 31 May 2017 to 30 June 2017 $ 21.00 50% $ 10.50

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00

$ 0.00


