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Sustainable New Zealand Party 

Independent assurance practitioner’s reasonable assurance 

report to the Secretary of the Party 
 

We have undertaken a reasonable assurance engagement on Sustainable New Zealand 

Party’s (“the Party”) compliance, in all material respects, with the requirements of section 

210 and section 214C of the Electoral Act 1993 (“the Act”) as evaluated against the 

Donations and Loans Return (“the Return”) for the period 4 December 2019 – 31 

December 2019.    

 

Basis for Qualified Opinion 

 

We conducted our engagement in accordance with International Standard on Assurance 

Engagements (New Zealand) (ISAE (NZ)) 3100, Assurance Engagements Other than 

Audits or Reviews of Historical Financial Information.   

 

We believe that the evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a 

basis for our qualified opinion. 

 

We were unable to obtain sufficient appropriate evidence about the Party’s return in 

respect to the following matters: 

 

- The Return includes donation revenue for which limited controls exist prior to the 

funds being received in the accounting records of the Party.  There were no 

practical procedures available to confirm the completeness of this revenue, and 

accordingly we were unable to obtain sufficient appropriate evidence in this 

regard.  Consequently, we were unable to determine any adjustments required to 

this revenue recorded was necessary, and; 

- Section 210(1)(d) of the Electoral Act 1993 requires that donations received from 

an overseas person are separately identified in the Return.  The nature of the 

manner in which such donation income is received means controls over 

determining the residency status of donors are limited and accordingly there are 

no practical procedures to determine the effects of this limited control. 

 

Party Responsibility 

 

The Party are responsible for: 

- the preparation of the Return in accordance with the requirements of the Act; 

- the identification of any risks which may prevent compliance with the Act and the 

implementation of suitable controls to mitigate these risks, and compliance with 

these controls 
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Assurance Practitioner’s Responsibility 

 

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the Party’s compliance, in all material respects, with the 

during the period 4 December 2019 – 31 December 2019.  We conducted our reasonable assurance 

engagement review in accordance with International Standard on Assurance Engagements (New Zealand) 

(ISAE (NZ)) 3100, Assurance Engagements Other than Audits or Reviews of Historical Financial 

Information.    

 

An assurance engagement to report on the Party’s compliance with the Act involves performing procedures 

to obtain evidence about the controls implemented to meet the requirements of the Act.  The procedures 

we perform are based on our judgement and and our assessment of risks of material non compliance with 

the Act. 

 

This report has been prepared solely for the Party Secretary to enable the Party to meet its requirements 

under the Act.  We do not accept any duty, liability or responsibility to anyone other than the Party 

Secretary in relation to this report.  This report is not to be used for any other purpose, recited or referred to 

in any document, copied or made available (in whole or in part) to any other person without our prior written 

consent. We accept or assume no duty, responsibility, or liability to any party, other than the Party 

Secretary, in connection with this report, including without limitation, liability for negligence. 

 

Because of the inherent limitations of any assurance engagement, it is possible that fraud, error or non 

compliance may occur and not be detected.   

 

Other than in our capacity as independent assurance practitioner for the purpose of this report, we have no 

relationship with, or interests in, the Party. 

 

 

William Buck Audit (NZ) Limited 

 

Auckland  

24 April 2020 
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