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Image: This is a poster from the 1993 
referendum campaign. It was designed by 
supporters of the mixed member 
proportional system (MMP).

● What is a dictatorship and how is it different
from democracy?

● Who is this message from and why?

● What was the result of this referendum?

Source: Alexander Turnbull Library Reference: Eph-D-POLITICS-1993
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● Who is Kate Sheppard?

● Why is she considered an important person

in the history of New Zealand politics?

● Why is the date 1893 significant in New
Zealand?

Source: National Library Reference: 1/2-C-09028-F

Image: This is a photo of Kate Sheppard taken in 
1905.
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● Who is New Zealand’s Head of State?

● What role do they play in New Zealand’s law

making?

● Do you think we should we should become
a republic or remain a monarchy?

Source: Te Ara – The Encyclopedia of New Zealand

Image: This is a photo of New Zealand coins over 
time. They show New Zealand’s Head of State.
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● What are the names of these three

buildings?

● What are each of them used for?

● There is a fourth building not shown in this

photo. What is it and what is it used for?

Source: CanStockPhoto

Image: This photo shows three out of the four 
buildings of New Zealand’s Parliament.
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● What is a petition?

● Why do people start a petition?

● What is this petition asking for?

Source: Archives New Zealand – Te Rua Mahara o te Kāwanatanga 
Reference: LE 1, 1893/79

Image: This is a photo of the Suffrage Petition 
from 1893. It shows the request that was made 
by tens of thousands of women to the House of 
Representatives.
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● What is the main issue discussed in the 
article?

● What is a Māori electorate?

● How are the boundaries of an electorate 
decided?

Source: Papers Past Reference: Auckland Star, Volume LXIII, issue 257, 29 October 
1932

Image: This is an excerpt from the Auckland 
Star newspaper on 29 October 1932. 
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● Who is the man on this New Zealand $50

note and why is he honoured in this way?

● What does rangatira mean? What makes a

good rangatira?

● What are the other images on the note, and

why are they there?

● What would you put on a bank note to
represent New Zealand?

Source: Reserve Bank, Flickr

Image: This is a photo of one side of a New 
Zealand $50 note. There are images on the 
note that have significance to New Zealand. 
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● What is an electoral roll?

● What is its purpose?

● Why might someone choose to be on the
Māori roll?

Source: Electoral Commission

Image: This is promotional material from 
2018. It advertises the right of Māori to 
choose which electoral roll they want to be 
registered on. 
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● Why do people come together to discuss an

issue?

● What actions might be decided on in a

meeting to get their voices heard by, and

acted on, by government?

● Can you think of other examples in New
Zealand’s history where people came
together to discuss an issue that they
wanted the Government to address?

Source: Alexander Turnbull Library Reference: PUBL-0062-02

Image: This is a poster advertising an upcoming 
public meeting to discuss a general strike by 
wharf workers. They wanted the Government to 
“withdraw all armed troops at once.”
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● What is a petition?

● What does this petition ask for?

● How many people signed this petition?

● What kind of petition would you start at
your school?

Source: National Library Reference: EP/1980/2467/24A-F

Image: This is a photo from 1980. It shows 
Māori pupils of Wellington Girls’ College 
with a petition they created themselves.
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● What is an electorate?

● Why are some electorates larger than

others?

● Do electorates ever change?

● Which electorate do you belong to?

Source: Stats NZ Geographic Boundary Viewer (This work is based on/includes 
Stats NZ’s data which are licensed by Stats NZ for re-use under the Creative 
Commons Attribution 4.0 International licence.)

Image: This is a map of New Zealand 
showing the names and boundaries of 
the Māori electorates in 2020.

http://archive.stats.govt.nz/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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● Which people in these photos do you think

can vote?

● How did you decide who you think can vote?

● What determines whether a person can
vote in New Zealand?

Image: A general election voting sign with 
photos of four people, all in New Zealand.

Source: iStock and the Electoral Commission



27



● What is the message of this image?

● Who are the people with the signs?

● What are the people in the middle doing?
Why?

Source: Alexander Turnbull Library Reference: Eph-D-POLITICS-1993

Image: This is a political cartoon showing 
two people being approached by people 
with signs saying “Vote for me!”
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● Who sits in the very front of the chamber (in

the place where this photo is taken)?

● Who sits in the seats closest to the front of

the chamber? Why?

● Who are the people up in the gallery? Why
are they there?

Source: National Library Reference: EP/1996/0555/36A-F

Image: This is a photo showing the inside of 
the debating chamber of New Zealand’s 
House of Representatives in Parliament 
Buildings, Wellington.
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● What do you think the different signs

represent?

● Why are there multiple signs instead of one

flag for all three people?

● Which system of government do you think
this image represents?

Source: Freepik and Darius Dan

Image: This image shows three people 
standing at lecterns on a stage facing an 
audience. Each of the three people on the 
stage have their own sign hanging above 
them.
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● What are local elections?

● What are the three different forms of

government in New Zealand? What are they

responsible for?

● Have there been any decisions made by
your local government that you feel were
great decisions? If so, why?

Source: Thames Coromandel District Council

Image: This is a District Council poster 
advertising the 2019 Local Elections. It 
highlights some of the things that are 
decided and actioned by local government.
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● What is MMP?

● Under MMP, what are the two ways a
political party gets to form the new
government?

● What is FPP? And why did New
Zealand change to MMP?

Source: Parliamentary Service

Image: This image shows a collection of 
campaign materials for and against MMP.
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● What does this image illustrate in regard
to New Zealand general elections?

● What is a “party vote”? What other type
of vote do we get in New Zealand general
elections?

● Why would you want your party to get the
most seats in Parliament?

Source: Electoral Commission

Image: This illustration shows that parties 
with the biggest share of the party vote will 
get more seats in Parliament.
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● How do the people in this picture look
different from each other? How do they
look the same?

● Many will have different beliefs and values
to other groups of people. Why do people
have different beliefs and values?

● How does New Zealand try to give people
with different beliefs and values a say in
how the country is run?

Source: iStock

Image: This is a photo of a crowd of people 
in a city.



41



● Who is this poster aimed at?

● Why would Netball New Zealand want
youth to have a say?

● How do you think they choose people for
the Youth Advisory Group?

Source: Netball New Zealand and Netball Central Zone

Image: This is a Netball New Zealand poster 
from 2013 advertising for youth to join a 
Youth Advisory Group.
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● What does it mean when it says: “Share
your voice”? How can someone “Shape a
city”?

● Why is it important to vote in your local
elections?

● Have there been any decisions made by
your local government that you feel were
great decisions? If so, why?

Source: Hamilton City Council

Image: This is the front cover of a booklet. It 
gives information to people who want to 
stand in the 2019 Hamilton local election.  
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● What does it mean when it says “Have your

say”?

● What other ways are there to have your

voice heard on issues important to you?

● Find a local example of one of the ways

people have their voices heard. What was

the issue? How were they making their voice

heard? Were they successful?

Source: Electoral Commission

Image: These are two images from the 
Electoral Commission advertising the 2017 
General Election.
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● What do you think this is an image of? Who

do you think the people in the image are?

● What qualities do you think leaders should

have? 

● How are leaders chosen in your school? In a

sports club? In our country? In other 

countries? 

● Do you think there is a fair and unfair way to

choose leaders? 

Source: iStock

Image: This is an image a person standing at 
a lectern in front of lots of people.
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● Where do you and your family members get

information about what is happening in the

world around you?

● What is fake news?

● How could fake news affect the outcome of a

general or local election?

● Has this happened anywhere?

Source: iStock

Image: This is a photo of a person reading a 
newspaper called The Daily, with the 
headline Fake News. 
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● Where might you find fake news about

politics and elections?

● What are some clues you can look out for

that something might be fake news?

● Where should you go for reliable

information?

Source: iStock

Image: This is an image of a laptop with a 
news article inside it. On the laptop is a 
magnifying glass with a label on the handle 
that says “facts”.
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● Have you ever had to vote for a person to be

the leader of something?

● Did they win? Did they do a good job? What

might have happened if someone else had

won the vote?

● Why is it important that everyone eligible to

vote in general elections participates?

● What could happen if they do not vote?

How long will they have to wait before

they get another chance to vote for their

chosen leader?

Source: Electoral Commission

Image: This is a photo of a person placing 
their vote into a ballot box.
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● What is a rangatira?

● How is a rangatira elected to Parliament?

● Why is it important for Māori to have

rangatira in Parliament?

Source: Chris Hipkins, Flickr; Alexander Turnbull Library (Reference: 
PAColl-5584-58); Reserve Bank, Flickr

Image: This image has portraits of various 
rangatira. They are surrounded by the 
different roles of a good rangatira.
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● What do you think the ants are doing? And

why do you think they are doing it?

● How would a single ant get to the other leaf

if it was on its own?

● What is more effective? Working together or

alone?

● How does this relate to people in society?

Source: iStock

Image: This is a photo of a colony of ants 
working together on two leaves.


