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Reasonable Assurance Report on New Zealand Council of the New Zealand Labour 

Party’s Donations and Loans Return compliance with the requirements of sections 210 

and 214C of the Electoral Act 1993 as evaluated against the Party Donations and 

Loans Return for the year ending 31 December 2022 (Direct Engagement) 

To the New Zealand Council of the New Zealand Labour Party 

Opinion 

We have undertaken a reasonable assurance engagement on New Zealand Council of the New Zealand Labour Party’s (“the 

Party”) compliance, in all material respects, with the requirements of sections 210 and 214C of the Electoral Act 1993 (the 

“Act”) as evaluated against the Party Donations and Loans Return for the year ending 31 December 2022 (“the Return”). 

In our opinion, except for the effects of the matters described in the Basis of Qualified Opinion section of our report, the Party 

has complied, in all material respects, with the requirements of the Act as evaluated against the Party Donations and Loans 

Return for the year ending 31 December 2022. 

Basis for Opinion 

With the exception of donations received via the online donation portal, there are limited controls that ensure donations 

included in the return are complete. Accordingly, we were unable to obtain sufficient appropriate evidence in this regard. 

Consequently, we were unable to determine whether any adjustments to the amount of donations revenue recorded was 

necessary. 

We conducted our engagement in accordance with Standard on Assurance Engagements (SAE) 3100 (Revised) Compliance 

Engagements issued by the New Zealand Auditing and Assurance Standards Board. 

We believe that the evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our qualified opinion. 

Party’s Responsibilities 

The Party is responsible for: 

a. Preparation of the Return in compliance with the requirements of the Act; and 

b. Identification of risks that threaten the Act identified above being met and controls which will mitigate those risks and 

monitor ongoing compliance. 
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Our Independence and Quality Control 

We have complied with the relevant ethical requirements relating to assurance engagements, which include independence 

and other requirements founded on fundamental principles of integrity, objectivity, professional competence and due care, 

confidentiality and professional behaviour. 

In accordance with the Professional and Ethical Standard 3 (Amended) issued by the New Zealand Audit and Assurance 

Standards Board, the Grant Thornton New Zealand Audit Limited maintains a comprehensive system of quality control 

including documented policies and procedures regarding compliance with ethical requirements, professional standards and 

applicable legal and regulatory requirements. 

Assurance Practitioner’s Responsibilities 

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the Party’s compliance, in all material respects, with the Act as evaluated against 

the return throughout the year ending 31 December 2022. SAE 3100 (Revised) requires that we plan and perform our 

procedures to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the Party has complied, in all material respects, with the 

requirements of the Act, throughout the year ending 31 December 2022. 

An assurance engagement to report on the Party’s compliance with the Act involves performing procedures to obtain evidence 

about the compliance activity and controls implemented to meet the requirements of the Act. The procedures selected depend 

on our judgement, including the identification and assessment of risks of material non-compliance with the requirements of the 

Act as evaluated against the Return. 

Other than in our capacity as auditor of New Zealand Council of New Zealand Labour Party for the year ended 31 December 

2022 and providing taxation advice, we have no other relationship with, or interests in, the Party. 

Inherent Limitations 

Because of the inherent limitations of an assurance engagement, together with the internal control structure it is possible that 

fraud, error, or non-compliance with compliance requirements may occur and not be detected. 

A reasonable assurance engagement for the year ending 31 December 2022 does not provide assurance on whether 

compliance with the requirements of the Act will continue in the future. 

Restricted Use 

This report is made solely to the New Zealand Council of the New Zealand Labour Party in accordance with the requirements 

of the Act. Our compliance work has been undertaken so we can state to the New Zealand Council of the New Zealand Labour 

Party those matters undertaken and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume 

responsibility to anyone other than the New Zealand Council of the New Zealand Labour Party for our compliance work, or for 

any other purpose other than that for which it was prepared. 
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1 May 2023 New Zealand Labour Party,

PO Box 784, Wellington

Grant Thornton
P'O Box 10712 0/NZLabourParty

Wellington 0@NZLabour

Attention: Brayden Smith

Dear Partners

Council's Representation Letter

This representation letter is furnished in connection with the return of party donations and loans for the 2022

calendar year (the return) by the New Zealand Labour Party (the Party) made in accordance with sections 210
and 214C of the Electoral Act 1993 (the Act) which has been subject to an assurance engagement and reported
on by you in accordance with sections 21 OA and 214D of the Act.

I confirm and take responsibility for the following representations after taking all reasonable steps to assure

myself of them:

• The return has been prepared in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Act.

• I am responsible for establishing and maintaining a system of internal control designed to provide

reasonable assurance as to the integrity and reliability of the return. I have done this, and all

explanations or demonstrations of this to you have been complete and accurate.

• All records, documents and accounts (records) have been kept by the Party (including subsidiary

entities) and made available to you, and these materials will be retained in accordance with the

requirements of the Act.

• I have disclosed to you to the best of my knowledge:

o Any material transactions not disclosed in the records;

o Any alleged, suspected or proven illegal activity under the Act or other legislation potentially

relevant to the return or instances of non-compliance with applicable requirements;

o The fact of, and results from, any assessment made by me that considered whether the records

of the Party may be materially misstated or incomplete for any reason;and

o Any design deficiencies in the compliance system and instances where that system has not

operated as described.

• The return contains the total returnable donations received by the Party in the 2022 calendar year. The

return includes:



o Donations in the form of money, goods or services paid for by others, discounts given on goods

or services provided to the party, premiums paid in respect of good or services provided by the

party, and credit provided to the party at terms more favourable than the prevailing commercial

terms, including the value of GST on any of those items;

o Donations of more than $15,000 in aggregate from an individual donor;

o Donation contributions of more than $1,500 from an individual contributor that add up to more

than $15,000 in aggregate from that contributor;

o Anonymous donations and overseas donations of more than $1 ,500;

o Donation contributions from an overseas person of more than $50;

o Payments received from the Electoral Commission of donations protected from disclosure;

o The number of, and aggregate amount of, anonymous donations, and overseas donations, of

$1,500 or less;

o The number of, and aggregate amount of, donations of more than $1,500 but not more than

$5,000;

o The number of, and aggregate amount of, donations of more than $5,000 but not more than

$15,000.

• The return includes:

o Any loans entered into during the year that exceed $15,000;

o Any loans exceeding $15,000 entered into in any previous year (from 25 March 2014) that have
an unpaid balance exceeding $15,000 as at 31 December 2022;

o Any loans entered into during the year of less than or equal to $15,000 if the loan exceeds
$15,000 when aggregated with all other loans entered into during the year by the same lender
and any unpaid balances of any loans from the same lender in any previous year (from 25
March 2014);

o The number and aggregate amount of alt other loans entered into during the year of not less
than $1,500 and not more than $15,000.

• The return's contents have been determined by considering the questions set out in the Appendix to this
letter and the relevant provisions of the Act.

• Where an assessment has been made of the reasonable market value of a donation, the basis of the
assessment is fair and appropriate, and has been properly applied and recorded.

• Any and all misstatements you have identified during the course of your assurance engagement have
been adjusted in the final return.

• I have completed my own procedures, distinct from your assurance engagement processes, to evaluate
the accuracy and completeness of the return.

• The return is free of any material misstatements or omissions.

These representations are made in terms mutually agreed between us, and to supplement information obtained
by you from the records of the Party and to confirm information given to you orally.

For and on behalf of

The New Zealand Council of the New Zealand Labour Party



Rob Salmond
General Secretary
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