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SPECTAL PURPOSE AUDIT REPORT z :
TO THE MEMBERS OF THE GREEN PARTY OF AOTRAS OAMMQFAL AN
We have audited the attached Return of Party Election Expenses FiAe Retui® i )
General Election. The return is prepared in compliance with sectivh 10 :
Act 2007. The return provides information about whether the party hasteaddde¥the maximum
amount afllowed to be spent by the Green Party of Aotearoa New Zealand (the Party) in connection
with the 2008 general election.

Secretary’s Responsibilities
The party secretary is responsible for the preparation of a Return which fairly reflects the expenses

incurred in connection with the 2008 general election.

Auditors’ Responsibilities
It is our responsibility to express an independent opinion on the Return presented by the Secretary.

Basis of Opinion
An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence relevant to the amounts and disclosures in the
Retumn, ‘

We conducted our audit in accordance with New Zealand Auditing Standards and section 107 of the
Electoral Finance Act 2007. We planned and performed our audit so as to obtain all the information
and explanations which we considered necessary in order to provide us with sufficient evidence to
give reasonable assurance that the Return is free from material misstatements, whether caused by
fraud or error.

Other than in our capacity as auditors we have no relationship with or interests in the Green Party of
Aotearoa New Zealand.

Qualified Opinion
After consultation with the Electoral Commission and New Zealand Institute of Chartered
Accountants, several factors have been identified that make it difficult to form an opinion on the
Return of Party Election Expenses. These include:
* There is significant uncertainty surrounding what constitutes an election advertisement;
* The difficulty for an auditor to determine whether all election advertisements have been
included;
o The difficulty in identifying and valuing donated goods and services;
» The difficulty in splitting election expenses between the party and the candidate; and
* The possibility that the party used public funds or facilities which are beyond the scope of
the party auditor to investigate.

Because of the significance of the issues raise above, we are unable to form an opinion as to
whether the positions shown in the return are correct.

Our audit was completed on 20 March 2009 and our qualified opinion is expressed as at that date
and replaces our-previaus opinion dated 6 March 2009. '
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